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Launches
w ith nine mode ls from 16ft to 50ft inc luding The Frolic range,
Cap ri ce, Mayfly, Thames Ca noe and The Langley slipper launch .
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Tel : 01603 722117 Mobile: 07711 734271
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EBA Calendar
July
EBA represented

Tham es Traditio nal
Boa t Rally, H en ley

2nd - 3rd

EBA represented

Great O use Boating
Association 50th
Anniversary, St I ves

23rd - 25th

EBA represented

IWA Fes tiva l
Autherley Juncti o n

30th - 31st

EBA interest

IWA Cam paign Rally
Welsh pool

20th - 21st

EBA event

Norfo lk Cruising
Weekend

21 st

EBA represented

Green Boa t Show,
Norfo lk

EBA Event

Laying Up Supper

EBA interest

Sail, Power &
Waterspo rts Show
Earl 's Court, Lo ndon

19th- 20th

August

Paddle power

Page 2

September

October
13th

November
26th - 30th

January 2009
9th - 18th

EBA interest

Co llins Stewart
Lo ndo n Boat Show
Excel

Please note that events and dates may change. For more
details of the above, or notice of other events, contact the
Secretary or check the web sites.
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Young visitors to the EBA stand at Tiverton
Photo: lan Rutter
see report on page 18

Contents & Editorial
May and June have been busy
months for the EBA with a cruising
weekend on the River Cam and boat
shows in Berkshire, Somerset and
Devon. Members with local
knowledge have been vital to the
success of these events and we have
been very grateful for all their help.
I've enjoyed meeting EBA members
in different parts of the country
and welcoming new members to
the association.
Here on the Thames there has been intensive lobbying from
waterway groups against Environment Agency proposals to
reduce the number of lock keepers and rent or sell their houses.
Lock keepers play a vital part in assisting navigation and in the
prevention of flooding. As we go to press we are pleased to learn
that the proposed changes have been put on hold until the
completion of a full review of the roles and responsibilities of
waterways staff.
The EBA will be on the Thames in July for the Henley Traditional
Boat Rally and we have more shows and rallies to look forward to
in the Midlands, Wales and Norfolk before our Laying Up Supper at
the end of the season. Our calendar and website have more details
of all these events .
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Wayfarer

In a break with tradition, the Electric Boat Association Annual General Meeting this
year moved from the Thames to the River Cam as part of a Cambridgeshire Cruising
Weekend. Report by Sylvia Rutter with pictures from lan Rutter.
he 'Five Miles £i-om Anywhere
No Hurry Inn ' sounded a difficult
place to fin d but, with a good map
o n the EBA website and help from EBA
Secretary Barbara Penniall, members
arrived from no rth, south, east and wes t
by car and boat - and some times both.
A varied selection of electric boats moored
up at the land ing stage, and in the car park
the solar panels of Solar Fla ir 111 were
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Leitrim Lassy
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running the fridge in o ur resourceful
Press and Publicity Officer 's campe r van .
Afte r a welcome cup of coffee on a rather
chilly day; me mbe rs took their seats in the
confe re nce room for the AGM. A report
based on the minu tes fo llows o n pages
4 and 5.
The Inn offered a good selectio n of pub
lunches and so, well fo rtified, we pre pared
fo r o ur sho rt afte rnoon cruise. Piling o n
extra layers of coats and cardigans in the
cloakroom , the fe male crew me mbe rs we re
amused to find the mselves alo ngside a
gro up of wedding guests, looking rathe r
mo re glamo rous in the ir summe r suits
and feathery hats.
On the slipway Don Wright was
launching his electric Wa ter Beetle which
had travelled down fro m Cheshi re o n top
of his car and Roger and Julia Woodho use
were pre paring the ir Sea hoppe r fo lding
dinghy 5 Amp. Roger dismissed rumo urs
that, fitted with a new To rqeedo o utboard ,
the boat's name was abo ut to be changed
to 10 Amp .

Les and Elaine Fidler 's cabin launc h An nie,
whose resto ration was featured in EB
News Vo!. 17, No. 4, and Inte rboat Pilgrim
Minor owned by Harry and Julia BriarsFilby had travelled by wa ter fro m the Rive r
Great Ouse. EBA Chairman Jo hn Hustwick
had broug ht his Frolic Rhap sody, new
Membe rship Secre tary To m Moore his
elegant launch Merlin and Webmaster Nick
Goldring his canoe Silent Explorer. Also in
the Aeet was David Mole's Canadia n

On board Serena

Water Beetle and 5 Amp

launch Matilda, Bill and Veronica Selby's
Serena and Leitrim Lassy crewed by John
and Marie McManus with their 9 year old
grandson Thomas.
With passenger spaces found for all the
members who had come without boats,
the silent flotilla set off towards Ely into
a keen wind and a few sharp showers
(hence the need for all the layers) and
when we stopped on the river bank in
mid-afternoon we were grateful for the
hot tea and coffee dispensed from Annie.
Veronica's sponge cake went down very
well too. We should probably draw a
discreet veil over the race on the way back
between Serena and Silent Explorer as
no-one quite knew whether they exceeded
the speed limit - and the use of paddles
for an extra spurt was definitely outside
the competition rules.
In the evening it was 'open house' at the
Fidlers' home at Westview Marina on the
Ouse with a magnificent buffet prepared
by Elaine and mouth-watering desserts
from Julia Briars-Filby to accompany lively
conversation. A surprisingly large number
of members were accommodated
overnight in guest bedrooms and even
sleeping bags on the floor and everyone
was very grateful to Eiaine for her generous
hospitality.
If we thought that our venue on the
Saturday was remote, our starting point
for Sunday 's cruise was even more of a
challenge. "Turn right at the farm
buildings" were our instructions as we
drove along a narrow road in a flat

featureless landscape with farm buildings
all over the place. But once tracked down,
Tiptree Marina proved to be an ideal
location , especially with the sun sparkling
on the water. The fleet was joined by Alex
Khot's 1905 teak cabin launch Wayfarer
and those of us on board felt privileged
to be taking our first cruise into Cambridge
on the very first boat registered on this
stretch of water. Don exchanged his Water
Beetle for a seat alongside Tony Rymell in
Solar Flair Ill, with its solar panels
charging well in the bright sunshine.

This time we had two guillotine locks to
contend with , the second of which was
known as Bates Bite Lock - a name, said
the Lockkeeper "which goes back to the
mists of time". The locks gave us the
opportunity to get most of the fleet
together and to answer questions about
electric boats from walkers and cyclists on
the towpath. As we got near to Cambridge
more and more rowing skiffs appeared and
we had a brief pause in our journey to give
way to competitors battling to the finish of
a race. At Jesus Lock, which was as far as
we could go on the Cam, we moored up
for lunch - some of us were lucky enough
to be invited to lunch on board. Then
there was time for a walk along the river
bank to look around some of the colleges
and watch people punting (some with
more skiLl than others) before returning
to the boats for a leisurely cruise back to
our starting point.
We all felt that choOSing a different
location for our AGM had been a great
success, as it attracted members from
different parts of the country, many of
whom had not been to an AGM before,
and we were very grateful for all the help
and local knowledge which made it
possible. We are already looking for
somewhere for next year in a fairly
central location so if members have any
suggestions, please let Barbara know.

Merlin, Annie, Rhapsody, Silent Explorer, Wayfarer, Solar Flair 11/ and Serena in Bates Bite Lock

Dave MiI/in, Don Wright, Ma/co/m Moss, John Hustwick and Barbara Penniall

The 2008 Annual General Meeting was held at the
Five Miles From Anywhere, No Hurry Inn near Upware,
Cambridgeshire on Saturday 17th May.
This is a summary of the proceedings.
reside nt Malcolm Moss welcomed
everyone, than king the commi ttee
and all those who had supported
the work of the committee thro ugho ut the
year. The minutes of the AGM held on 30th
Ju ne 2007 were accepted as a true record
of proceedings. Those in attendance at the
previous AGM passed the vote. The re were
no Matters Arising
Chairman Jo hn Hustwick reported o n
the busiest year yet. The EBA was now
tho ught to be the o nly English speaking
e lectric boat associatio n in the world ,
which had resulted in many inte rnatio nal
e nquiries, and he thanked Webmas te r
Nick Goldring fo r the excellent website .
The EBA was attending mo re shows
including no n-boat shows such as the
Royal Bath and West, which was promoting
e lectric boating into new areas. This had
resulted in increased expenditure and so
spo nsorship was extre mely important.
John thanked Malcolm Moss for his
sponsorship of £500 towards the current
magazine . It was noted that the Broads
Authority gave a small amount towards
the magazine but Jo hn asked whe the r
any member knew of a spo nsor, was
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prepared to be o ne o r to take o n the
tas k of finding one.
Jo hn said that in future o nly three issues
of Electric Boat News wo uld be produced,
but it was hoped to move furth e r into
colo ur and possibly increase the content
of each issue . He thanked the Ed itor,
Sylvia Rutte r fo r he r work in producing
the magazine and mentio ned that with
the inclusio n of an EBA article in each of
the six issues of Water Craft, she now had
te n deadlines to meet each yea r. Reducing
EB News by o ne issue and not printing and
distributing the Directory each year would
be a small saving. The Directo lY would in
future be produced by the Secre tary and
give n o ut to any member on request.
Jo hn thanked all the members who
had helped o n the EBA stand at shows
and with the o rganisation of events and
thanked To m Moore for volunteering to
ta ke ove r the membe rship records fro m
the Secre tary.
Treasure r Do n Wright presented the
accounts and me ntioned that at the last
AGM it had been anticipated that the
curre nt year wo uld show a deficit of
£2,000. This had proved to be over £3,000,

which was partly d ue to increased
expe nses in printing the magazine and
attendance at shows. It was to be noted
that over £ 1,000 was held fo r the bursalY
fo r the J ulia Moss Trophy, so the reserves
were £6,000. He stressed that running at a
deficit of £3,000 pa with reserves of £6,000
meant the situatio n was becoming critical.
He thanked Barbara fo r her work
th roughout the year in proViding the
fig ures, which he put togethe r to produce
the accounts.
Do n as ked fo r the acco unts to be
adopted but pointed o ut to the meeting
that they we re no t at present aud ited as
the Auditor Brian Pickess was o ut of the
country and had no t yet had sig ht of the
accounts. The accounts were accepted,
subject to audit.
In discussing spo nsorship it was agreed
that a spo nsor would be offe red their logo
in the magazine, info rmatio n abo ut their
company o n the website and wo uld have
the ir publicity material taken to shows the
EBA atte nded . The question of grants was
raised and Barbara said that o ne of the
reasons the EBA was not eligible fo r
potentially available money was because
we were a jo int associatio n representing
commercial me mbe rs as well as private .
To ny Rymell, using his knowledge of recent
events with the IWA, pointed o ut that our
business members had prefere ntial
treatment over private me mbers with their

voting rights, which precluded the EBA
from becoming a charity. John invited
comments from the membership regarding
charitable status or sponsorship.
John was pleased to report that Tom
Moore had volunteered to become the
Membership Secretary. The positions of
Technical Officer and Press and Publicity
Officer had been advertised but as no
applications had been received, and there
were no volunteers from the floor, the
current incumbents Paul Lynn and Tony
Rymell were willing to continue for the
time being.
John confirmed that it was everyone's
wish that Malcolm Moss continue as
President and thanked him for his support.
Malcolm and the other existing committee
members were reappointed.
Tony Rymell proposed consideration
again for Regional Representatives who
would represent the EBA in their area and
organise one event per year on behalf of
the Association . He was prepared to stand
for the South West and asked whether
anyone would stand for East Anglia.
Les and Eiaine Fidler volunteered to
represent the EBA in the Great Ouse area
and suggested the term 'waterway' be used
~ rather than area. James Cox volunteered
~ to help with the Norfolk Broads.
<=:
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membership subscriptions were last
increased. Barbara reported this was in the
late 1990s but was reluctant to recommend
an increase at the current time, particularly
in view of the reduction in the frequency
of the magazine.
Dennis Watts announced that he was
writing the Haynes manuals for boating
and would be taking photographs over
the weekend.
Nick Goldring asked about recent figures
of the number of 'hits' on the EBA website.
Barbara did not have the figures with her,
but agreed that the last time it was checked
it was in the region of 1.4 million and
thanked Nick for his tremendo us
contribution towards promoting e lectric
boating.
It had been requested that the date for
the AGM should be set a year ahead.
The Chairman asked for ideas regarding
a venue and Tony RymeU suggested
Evesham/Stratford upon Avon as being
central. Barbara pointed out that a date
could not be set until a suitable venue
had bee n found for a meeting, with
slipway, charging, accommodation, e tc.
Nick Goldring suggested that a licence
exemption be obtained to encourage
members to bring electric boats.
The Chairman thanked the members
for attending and closed the meeting.

Jim Sawers

ELECTRIC BOATING

Ph; 01364 642073
Mob; 07974 945644
E ; elecboat@waterroo.co.uk

In Dellon

www.waterroo.co.uk

€j Zurich Group

Insurers of the Electric Boat
Association Scheme

Design and manufacturer of the Water Roo
Craft,. electric boats: 2.8m and 3.6m Riverroo~,
4m Impeller driven Riverette~. Made to individual
orders in the UK. TRUE environmentally friendly
boats.

Benefits of the scheme

-POWER options of 12, 24, 36 and 48 volt systems
-FP/PMimpeller or propeller drive systems
-Electric conversions

• 10% Discount - on normal rates for Association members

·Over twelve years experience of electric boating design and manufacture
NEW designs in process; roomier 4m 6 person day cruiser.
Sm and 6m 8 person day cruisers.

• Specialist Cover - Provides tailored benefits
• Security - Global strength and world class security
of Zurich group
• Claims Service - Efficient response from staff with
practical sailing experience

River Dart Electric 400

• Surveys - Not normally required on craft up to
20 years of age.

For more information or a quote please call:

01273 863420
Conditions apply. Full policy details available on request. Navigators and General Insurance Company Ltd, PO Box

848, Brighton BN1 3GQ is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. A limited company
registered in England and Wales (number 00173444), registered office at the Zurich Centre, 3000 Parkway,
Whiteley, Fareham, Hampshire, P01S 7JZ. A member of the Zurich Financial Services Group.
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Water Roo. Craft Ltd
Dlle for release ill April
For information see

www.waterroo.co.uk

News
Solar Channel Crossing
A French boat arrived in Eastbourne on 17th June, having crossed the Channel in
just over 11 hours purely on solar power. Eolios is pictured on the high seas on the
inside front cover. The journey was part of the Fourth Solar Challenge organised by
Concept Helios Propulsion with the aim of developing and promoting the use of
solar power for pleasure boating. Competitors in previous events have included EBA
members Malcolm Moss and Cedric Lynch.
As well as the solar crossing from Dieppe to Eastbourne, this year's event
included a 125 km cycle ride from Rouen to Dieppe and cycling on the UK side
of the Channel along the Cuckoo Trail in East Sussex. The crew of Eolios said they
were delighted by their warm welcome from the Sovereign Harbour Marina Yacht
Club, although they tactfully refrained from making too many references to the 1066
French landing in nearby Hastings. For more information see
www.bateauxsolaires.org

Curtis
on eBay
EBA business member Curtis Instruments
has opened an eBay shop, with a wide
range of stock available for auction.
Products include both small and heavy
duty battery chargers, battery connectors,
speed controllers and converters. Prices
are low, with many items being sold at well
under original cost price and including VAT
and delivery. All previously used items have
been fully tested and approved for resale.
Curtis is keen to re-use and recycle
wherever possible in keeping with its
'clean and green' policy, rather than simply
disposing of inactive stock. The aim is
merely to cover initial production costs
and put otherwise redundant stock to
good use.
For more details telephone 01604
629755, email info@curtisinst.co.uk
or visit www.curtisinst.com

Hydrogen Filling Station
The Birmingham University Protium Project Team 's vision of converting the waterways to
hydrogen propulsion took another step fOlward in April when the University opened the UK's
first hydrogen filling station, installed by Air Products.
In September last year the Protium Team led by Professor Rex Harris launched the
experimental canal narrowboat, the Ross
Bat'low, powered by lead acid batteries and
hydrogen fuel cells, with hydrogen stored in
metal hydride, which was featured in the
Winter 2007 Electric Boat News.
We were invited to return for the opening of
the hydrogen filling station, and EBA Treasurer
Don Wright went from Manchester to cover
the event. The opening attracted enormous
interest with widespread national news
comment and a huge attendance, including
three MPs from the Birmingham area.
The university plans to conduct trials with
a fleet of five fuel cell campus vehicles.
Air Products is also working with Transport for
London to install similar fuel stations for a fleet
of 70 hydrogen powered vehicles which the
capital hopes to introduce this year.

Boat News

Third Broads
Green Boat
Show
The only green boat show in the UK and probably in the world - will be at
Salhouse Broad on Sunday 21st
September with electric, pedal and
paddle boats on display alongside
motors, solar panels and
environmentally friendly products.
Access for exhibitors has been made
much easier this year with the
installation of a gate between the
parking area and the site.
There will be extra parking for
visitors, with good access for the
disabled, as well as an electric water taxi
service from Wroxham. Admission is
£3 for adults (children under 12 free),
£5 from Wroxham.
For more information contact Peter
Howe on 01603783096 or see the
website
www.broadsgreenboatshow.co.uk

Thames Solar Challenge
EBA member Mike Manisty is aiming to be the first
pe rson to complete a solar-powered voyage up the
Thames from Westminster to its furth est navigable
point near Lechlade. The journey of about 150 miles
against the current will draw on his experience in the
Royal Navy, where he was responsible for the batteries
driving the older diesel-e lectric submarines, as well as
more recent knowledge gained in implementing
government IT projects.
As outgoing Chief Information Officer for the
National Offender Management Service, Mike will
be raising money for Action for Prisone rs' Families,
a charity which co-manages a helpline to support
family members of people in prison.
Mike set off in Corvelia, his 12 ft open launch, on
25th June after Alex Allan, Chairman of the Joint
Intelligence Committee, had sounded the starting horn.
You can see reports of Mike's progress on
www.solarthames.blogspot.com.
Mike on Corvelia between Cookham and Marlow
A new service has been launched to help the boating industry reach
potential employees. Anyone keen to work in the marine environment
can specify the job types and areas of the country they are interested in and will then receive e-mail alerts linked to appropriate
advertisements. For more information contact Amy White on 01273808513, email amy@deepbluerecruitment_co.uk
or see the website www.deepbluerecruitment.co.uk

New Recruitment Service

Theme Park Boats
As part of their drive to become the first 'carbon neutral ' theme park

in the UK, Crealy Adventure Park, near Exeter in Devon, invited new
EBA business members Stealthdrive UK to set up and run a small
flee t of e lectric boats on their park lake.
So far there are two boats in use, both 'sit-on-top' kayaks: a
Prowler Big Game seating one adult and one child, and a Malibu 2 XL
for two adults and a child. Both are fitted with Stealthdrive SD-30
propulsion systems.
For many of the park's customers this is their first ride in any small
boat, le t alone an electric one. Many have said how peaceful and
relaxing it is to be quietly cutting through the water without disturbing
the wildlife . They enjoy seeing ducks, geese and swans, not to mention
the 30lb carp, so close up in their own environment.
Plans for the third boat are to push back the frontiers by going 100%
solar powered. The company is fitting out a second hand 'Topper'
dinghy with seats, hand rails and a rudder-mounted Stealthdrive
propulsion system and the next stage is to fit solar panels to the
forward deck area. A small battery will absorb the peaks and troughs of
operating power but even in overcast conditions the panels should
provide enough power to keep the battery topped up. Stealthdrive say
that their motor control system operates with 99.5% electrical
efficiency and so little energy is wasted that no heat sink is required.
Additional circuitry based on a proprietary buck-mode switching
regulator will match the solar power available to the demands of the
system. Stealthdrive will be sending a follow up report for the next
issue of EB News.

Model and plans

Television viewers in the Midlands may have seen a fascinating new electric boat
featured recently in the programme Waterworld. Its owner is EBA member Jonathan
Evans, who lives alongside the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal at Stourport.
Graham Booth describes how the design of the boat evolved.
onathan's original idea was to build
a floating study and spare bedroom to
supplement the accommodation in his
o use. At this point, his love of boats and
training in industrial design kicked in and
he started to think about something which
could move up and down the canal for day
trips and weekend cru ises.
His initial feelings were that current
narrowboat designs, which evolved from
working boats, have he lm pOSitions that
are unsafe and uncomfortable, and interiors
that are claustrophobic. He also wanted a
boat that could travel in reverse as easily
as fo rward to avoid the need to press o n to
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a winding hole and possibly spoil a
leisurely day o ut. As a director of Advanced
Power Technology - a company supplying
uninterruptible power systems and
generators - Jonathan 's thoughts naturally
turned to using e lectricity to power the
boat. This would require a ge ne rator and
a considerable bank o f batteries that could
just as easily power rwo motors - or more
- to give the required forward and reverse
movement.
He developed the design as a doublee nded boat with four cranked 'bow
thruster tubes ', o ne o n e ither side of the
bow and stern. Each tube would contain
a propeller drive n by its own dedicated
electric motor. This arrange me nt, he
reckoned, would not o nl y allow the boat
to travel just as easily in reverse as fo rward
but, with the appropriate combination of
propeller action, it could be steered, travel
sideways or turn through 360 in its own
length. Also, being completely enclosed in
their tubes, the propellers wo uld present
no danger to wildlife or anyo ne unlucky
e nough to fall in.
A small balsa wood working mode l with
four electric motors convinced him that
the idea was basically sound. Although the
method of propulsio n was unconventional,
Jonathan wanted the boat to have a
0
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traditional appearance so that it blended
in with the canal environment. Modelling
it on a wo rking boat wo uld, in his opinion ,
have made it too claustropho bic so he
opted instead for the classic launch style
he had always admired . This wo uld e nable
him to incorporate very large windows to
give good views o ut for safe steering and
for enjoying the surrounding countrys ide .
The full size boat - named Nuera - has
a 40ft hull , built by M & D Engineering,
with identical double-curved 'wine glass'
e nds. Two banks of twenry batteries are
stored unde r the floor on each side of the
base plate, leaving the centre sectio n free
fo r sto rage, accessible throug h lift-up
panels in the floor. This results in a 'bilge'
about 16in deep so, in order to give the
normal floor to ceiling height inside and
an acceptable air draught o utSide, the boat
sits an unusually deep 2ft 6in in the water.
At first Sight, the supe rstructure seems
double-ended too but in fact o ne e nd has
a pair of glazed doors which can fo ld back
to the hull sides. There is also a small well
deck, with a gracefully raised upstand
around it. At the other end, the re is no
well deck so the rear glazing can curve
around and form a large bay window.
Nuera has no side decks either which
means that the cabin extends the full width

of the boat, making it feel more spacio us.
The roof has a very slight camber and
the re are fo lding stanchions and a handrail
o n e ithe r side so that it can be used fo r
sunbathing o r dining. Access is from inside
the boat via a small roof hatch and
a ladder. The inte rio r fit o ut has yet
to be completed but it will comprise
a saloon and galley at the front,
a walkth ro ugh bathroom in the centre
section and a bed room with panoramic
views at the back.
The prope llers are turned by fo ur 8.5kW
mo to rs su pplied by the Lynch Electric
Mo to r Company which ope rate at 48 volts,
each with its own speed controlle r. Power
fo r these is provided by fo rty 70AH Yuasa
batte ries which sho uld give abo ut two days'
cruising. The batte ries can be charged from
the mains o r by an o nboard lOkVA Beta
gene rato r in an acoustic casing. This starts
auto matically whe n the batteries are low.
The thruster tubes are protected from
carrier bags and the like by slide-in grilles
at e ithe r e nd . The o riginal grilles were
made from expanded me tal but Jo nathan
is experime nting with purpose-made
lo uvered grilles to direct the wate r
mo re effectively
Fo r safety reasons, and to keep him dry
in wet weathe r, Jo nathan wanted to be able
to steer Nuera from anywhe re inside the
boat. He e nvisaged a po rtable contro l box
with fo ur slide rs, o ne fo r each of the
mo to rs, connected by a cable to the central
control unit. The box would be mo unted
o n a pedestal just inside the front doors
but could be re moved and take n to the

o ther end whe n going aste rn. A colleague
suggested that it would be simple r to have
a single joystick in place of the sliders and
developed the software fo r this. The re are
plans fo r it to be connected wirelessly
so that the boat can also be steered
from the bank.
Nuera spins easily in its own le ngth
and is very manoeuvrable . A slight change
in the directio n of the joystick is all that
is needed to give forward powe r but one
thing that Jo nathan realised early o n is
that it is impo rtant to keep the control
pane l always po inting in the same
directio n. If you don't, what may seem
like a fo rward push o n the joystick could
result in the boat going backwa rds.
The motors o n Nuera are quite quiet
but the moveme nt of water th rough the
tubes produces the slight grating sound
that will be familiar to anyone whose boat
has a bow thruste r - except that this is
virtually continuo us. Sound insulation
aro und the motors and tubes as well
as soft furnishings to abso rb mo re
gene ral noise will make fo r mo re
peaceful cruising.
Nuera was no t inte nded to replace
existing designs fo r inland craft but to
show that, given a diffe rent brief, it is
possible to come up with something that
compleme nts them. It is refreshing to
find a boat that is so genuine ly differe nt
from what has gone befo re but which
works so well .
Jonathan is naturally very pleased with
the way his revolutio nary ideas worked
almost straight off the d rawing board.

As well as using it fo r leisure trips, he

ho pes that the boat can be used to raise
the profile of his company. It meets his
o riginal requireme nt fo r ove rflow
accommodatio n and, as a bonus, the
o nboard gene rato r can be linked to his
ho use via an auto matic change-over
pane l to provide e lectricity in the event
of a power cut.
He has no plans to go into production
but he has applied for a pate nt fo r the
thruste r configuration and would be
happy to allow the design to be used
under licence. Its manoe uvrability and
reverse running capabilities could make
it particularly appealing to ope rato rs of
wa ter taxis, trip boats and restaurant boats
For more information contact
Jonathan Evans, Advanced Power
Technology, Tel. 01943 831990,
www.advancedpower.co.uk
A version of this article first appeared
in Waterways World.
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Lucie Henwood in electric punt Voltaire

ne of the main attractions for
visitors to the show is taking trips
on the beautiful seven acre lake
with access to the River Thames. But, after
heavy downpours earlier in the week, the
river was so high that the passenger boats
were unable to operate. Fortunately EBA
members came to the rescue. New member
Rod Thomas supplied one of his
alum inium safari pontoon boats and work
began early in the morning to fit it with a
2kW Torqeedo outboard motor and four
gel batteries from the Thames Electric
Launch Company Successfully

O

launched, with further work on the
outboard completed and a back up team
of Paul and Pat Wagstaffe, the boat ran
constantly over the weekend, taking over
450 visitors around the lake.
Also on the water was the e lectric canoe
Silent Explorer, owned by EBA Webmaster
Nick Goldring, along with the traditional
launch Serena wh ich had travelled from
Southampton with her owners Bill and
Veronica Selby Serena dates from the early
1900s and operated as a steam launch for
25 years before Bill converted her to
e lectric power in 2006. When
moored in the reeds alongside
the EBA stand the boats were
an additional attraction for
visitors, who kept)ohn and
Barbara very busy with
enquiries about electric
boating. Those interested in
solar power could check over
Solar Flair 11, complete with
the newly awarded second
prize rosette in the
Sustainable Transport
Section at the Bath and
West Show. Six new private
members joined the

association over the weekend along with
new business member Stowaway Boats
who sell handmade wooden folding
dinghies, suitable for electric o utboards.
Dave Millin, who represents the business
members on the EBA committee, was kept
busy dealing with enqu ires about batteries
and charging equipment on the Pb
Batteries stand, with the help of his wife
)ennifer. He was also 'pulling his weight'
for the EBA in helping Serena to get to dry
land. )im and Elaine AveIY of Kernowrat,
on their first visit to Beale Park, were
enjoying the beautiful location for their
display of batteries, electric motors and
small boats while their dog Tasha enjoyed
a snooze in the shade.
EBA business members had boats on
display on land and on water. Lucie
Henwood was a picture of elegance touring
the lake in her beautifully varnished punt
Voltaire, powered by a silent Electron
800W motor. Built by Henwood & Dean in
1988, the 50 ft boat is modelled on the
traditional punts of the Edwardian era but
with a higher freeboard to cope with the
wash from modern motor boats.
Bossoms had their Isis 14 electric launch
on display and also pictures of a new 25ft

Electric Launch Company,
was proving popular with
visito rs. TELCO were also
de mo nstrating their
Dragonfly 12 skiff, the
Inte rboat 16, Pio ne r 12
and two boats with
wheelchair access : the
Mobiboat, which can
carry up to six people,

electric boat which will be launched at next
year's Lo ndo n Boat Show. Max Campbe ll
of Whisper Boats was showing Australian
designed ready-to-assemble boats, inte nded
primarily fo r sail with traditional rigs but
all suitable fo r electric auxiliaries . New EBA
me mbe r Jo hn Coates of Marine Classics
had come from Yo rkshire with a sli pper
launch o n its way to a purchaser o n the
Thames . This was a diesel versio n but
the company's slippe r launches and
traditio nal ro unded 'barre lback' launches
are all available with e ithe r electric o r
diesel power.
Salte rs were showing their new Electric
Skippe r 15, an open launch with optio nal
cudd y o r full le ngth canopy and also the ir
19 ft Mystic cabin launch which is selling
particularly well in the Lake District.
On the Hambleden Sales & Charte r stand
Gillian Nahum had a pretty electric
canoe fo r sale. Melod ie was
built by Pe te r Freebody in 1997
of teak/mahogany and ash and
at 22 ft lo ng is slightly sho rter
than the traditio nal double
wheeled canoes.
A new o utboard-powered family dayboat,
the Electric Explo re r 13 from the Thames

two in wheelchairs, and
-::::~~~=~~~!!!!!!!!!!~~~~~~~~~~~
the Wheelyboat, designed fo r wheelchair
o n the Frisian Solar Challe nge fo r the
anglers. The re was ple nty
next issue of the magazine.
of sunshine over the weeke nd to power
Next year 's Beale Park Show will be
Solar SPirit, the canoe built by students
held from the 5th to the 7th o f June and
of Imperial College which was preparing
the o rga nisers are ho ping for similar sunny
for a long distance solar challe nge o n the
weathe r, but a bit less wate r in the
Dutch canals, lakes and ri ve rs at the e nd of
Thames, fo r 2009.
June . We hope to have a report from the m

Solar Spirit

MbJ Fischer Panda

Pb Batteries
We can supply and fit 6 volt and 12
volt monobloc batteries
2 volt motive power cells in varying
sizes
also charging equipment
as well as automatic filling systems

Give us a call on 01206 792449
or email pbbatteries@aol.com
with your electric boat power requirements

Building a new craft ?
Replacing tired batteries?
Converting from engine?
Looking for more range?

ASK US FOR THE ANSWERS
Fischer Panda UK Ud
17 Blackmoor Road, Ebblake Estate, Verwood, Dorset, BH31 6AX

rei: +44 (0)1202 820840 Fax: +44 (0)1202 828688 www.lischerpanda.co.uk
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www.pbbatteries.com

The Thames Electric
Launch Company
Now is the time to GO ELECTRIC!
Come to the experts, enjoy silent, convenient,
non-polluting boating.We can power every size
of boat. Pure electric or hybrid diesel/electric
Suppliers to the Environment Agency, British Waterways and the Broads Authority

utboards
&
ry Boxes

www.britishanzani.com

PO Box 3, Goring-on·Thames, Berks RG8 OHQ
Tel: 01491 873126 Fax: 01491872217
email: thameseli-ctric@goring.co.uk
www.thameselectric.cum

The world's first solar boat
has been donated to the
Basildon Motorboat
Museum. Kevin Desmond
has the story.
n 1974 predictions were made that
within the following ten years the cost
of solar cells would be reduced to 20
pence per watt with an increase in output
of 10 watts per square foot. This prompted
a 65 year old former consu ltant on railway
electrification , Alan T. Freeman of Rugby
(no relation to the Top of the Pops disc
jockey) to make a practical study of
the viability of future uses of this form
of energy.
An 8ft catamaran was constructed in
marine plywood and Duralmin. Its power
plant was a DC 'printed circuit' motor,
powered directly from the energy of the
sun's rays. Freeman named his prototype
Solar Craft 1. Fifty Lucas circular solar cells,
divided up into 10 modules, were mounted
on a panel and powered Freeman on his
maiden voyage on 19th February 1975.
To improve performance he acquired
two 60-cell Fen"anti solar (4 x 7 watt)
panels, mounted on tripods fore and aft.
The electric motor turned an aluminium
alloy propeller. With a maximum speed
of 4mph (6 km/h) as imposed by Inland
Waterways, on 10th May 1978 Solar Craft 1
made a trip of 4.1 miles in two hours along
the British Waterways Canal at Rugby. It was
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an extremely sunny day, although Freeman
found that his power effiCiency was
interfered with by the vapour trails
left by jet aircraft (today known as
global dimming).
Freeman 's boat was in fact a hybrid,
since a small , sealed lead/acid battery at
the front of the boat floated across the
solar supply and only gave power when
passing through the shadows . The 12V
2.5 Ah battety was re-charged from the
solar panels when the boat was at rest.
Alan Freeman also developed two solar
cars (one of them the first road legal solar
car in the UK, registered TRP 585W) and an
8mph solar cycle. For a growing number of

enthusiasts, he published his 60-page
'Solar Energy for Motive Power', reprints
from nine technical papers he wrote.
In the 30 years which have followed,
Freeman lived on to see progress with all
forms of solar transport he had envisaged.
For boats, large solar-powered passenger
ferries and a transatlantic solar-powered
catamaran called Sun21.
While a Freeman solar car is on show
in Birmingham, it seems right and proper
that Solar Craft 1 will eventually go on show
at the Motorboat Museum in Basildon
where it will continue to inspire others.
Alan Freeman died peacefully in his sleep
on March 13th 2008. He was 95 years old.
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ELECTRIC BOAT ASSOCIATION
EBA Tie - navy blue with narrow green/white diagonal stripe
EBA Pennant - good quality cotton, roya l blue w ith

£9 .50
£10.00

' Electric Boat Association' and grebe in w hite

EBA Brooch - delicate blue and white grebe edged w ith silver
Safety pin clasp, 25mm high

£5.50

EBA Sweatshirts and Polo Shirts
Good quality, both in pale blue w ith roya l blue logo or bottle
green with gold logo
Please state colour and Small, Medium, Large or Extra Large
- sweatshirts
- polo shirts
Why not add the name of your boat for an extra

£20.00
£16.00
£2.50

Binder for EB News - Attractive navy blue binder with gold lettering
Will conveniently hold five yea rs' issues of magazine

£10.00

All prices include post and packing (UK on ly)
Please send cheque for ........ ... made payable to the Electric Boat
Association to:
Barbara Penni all, 150 Wayside Green, Woodcote, Reading, RG8 OQJ
l el: 01491 681449 ema il: secreta ry@eboat.org.uk
Tie 0

Pennant 0

Brooch

0

Sweatshirt 0

Polo Shirt 0

Binder 0

(Please indicate quantity and size required plus add itional boat name as appropriate)
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Telephone: 01604 629755
e-mail@curtisinst.co.uk
www.curtisinst.co.uk

Name _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __

l el No: _ _ _ _ _ __

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __

Electric Boating
... Less Pollution
Clean, auiet Power
... Total Solution
Chloride Motive Power batteries and chargers.
The ultimate in clean, quiet power for dependable
performance in electric boats. Traditional skills,
unrivalled service support and leadership in
technological innovation make Chloride Motive Power
the perfect choice.

CHLORIDE
MOTIVE POWER
POWERFUL

SOLUTIONS

MOORING

VACANCIES
VISIT:

CMP Batteries Ltd., Cuslomer Services, P.O. Box I, Salford Road, Over Hullon,
Bollon Bl5 1DD, Uniled Kingdom.
Sales - lel: 01204 661460 Fax: 01204 661413 E-mai l: sales@cmpbatteries.co.uk
Service - lel: 01204 661444 Fax: 01204 661481 or 661491 E-mail: service@cmpbatteries.co.uk

www.bwmooringvacancies.co.uk
or T: 01923 201120

Technical Report
ELECTRIC POINTS: 'GET PROPELLED'
In the thirteenth of a series of short articles on technical aspects of electric boating,
EBA Technical Officer Paul Lynn discusses propellers.
may think of the drive train of
an electric boat as having four
main components: battery bank,
control circu itry, motor and propeller.
Previous articles in this series have
discussed the first three, but I confess to
fighting a little shy of propellers because
they seem to me the most complicated.
Anyway, here goes. How does a propeller
work and what affects the choice of a
suitable one for your boat?
The basic function of a 'prop ' is to
convert rotational motion of the electric
motor into linear motion of the boat.
It may be said to accept torque and deliver
thrust. The classic way of describing
a prop's operation is to compare it to
a metal screw. For example let's consider
a woods crew with 10 threads per
centimeter length, or one per millimeter
(mm). The screw is said to have a pitch of
Imm. Every time you turn it one complete
revolution it moves into the wood by Imm.
If you keep the screwdriver moving at say 3
revolutions per second, the screw advances
by 3mm per second. Another screw with
a pitch of 2mm would move fo rward 6mm
per second, and so on. Note that the speed
of forward movement equals the pitch
multiplied by the speed of rotation
('pitch x revs').
A boat's propeller, sometimes also
referred to as the 'screw', behaves in
a somewhat similar fashion but with one
major difference. It rotates in a fluid
medium. This means that its forward speed
through the water is generally less than
'pitch x revs' as there is a certain amount
of slip. For example, suppose we have a
prop with a pitch of 8 inches (sony, metric
enthusiasts, props are generally sized
imperial!), and that the motor turns it at
900rpm or 15 revs per second. The 'pitch x
revs ' is therefore 8 x 15 = 120 inches per
second (lOft/sec, or 6.8mph). If we assume
30% slip, the actual speed through the
water is 6.8 x 70% = 4.8mph.
Why can 't the prop move the boat
forward at 'pitch x revs' speed without any
slip? The basic answer is that some slip is
necessary to produce forward thrust. Let's
indulge in a little anthropomorphism and
imagine ourselves as the propeller, that the
boat is stationary and the motor is
suddenly switched on. Initially we find
ourselves 'clawing' at the water, uying to
force it backward (and the boat forward)
and the slip is 100%. As the boat gathers
speed and the slip reduces we aim towards
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'pitch x revs'. But we can never reach it,
for if we did the blades would be slicing
cleanly through the water without trying
to force it backwards any faster. There
would be no forward thrust to counteract
the drag on the hull. So a compromise
speed is reached, at which the slip is just
sufficient to balance thrust against drag.
The actual amount of slip depends on
prop, hu ll , and speed, and is a very
complicated matter. Typical values for
electric boats at normal cruising speed
are in the range 20-40%.
The other major parameter of a propeller
is its diameter. Indeed, props are generally
classified by their diameter and pitch. For
example a prop with diameter 10 inches
and pitch 8 inches is described as a '10 x 8'.
Clearly, the bigger the diameter the more
water passes through it as the boat moves
forward, and the greater the thrust. But the
required torque also increases, so there is
a difficult balancing act to be achieved.
Too big a diameter and you are asking the
motor for too much torque, too big a pitch
and you are being greedy for top speed.
On the whole a big diameter, big
pitch prop turning slowly is more
effiCient than a small diameter,
small pitch one turning fast,
especially at the comparatively
low speeds of most electric boats.
But a large prop may be awkward
to fit, needs a deeper draught, and
tends to pick up more weed.
Furthermore electric motors are
generally more efficient at high speeds
(the driveshaft speed can be reduced by
including a gearbox, but this adds expense,
weight, and probably noise). We see that
there are a number of conflicting factors
and requirements when choosing a suitable
prop. Fortunately the professionals who

supply motors and propellers are generally
aware of the issues and can recommend a
suitable combination for your boat, given
the hull's speed/drag characteristics.
If all this seems complicated (and it is),
it may help to summarise a few key points:
• A boat propeller is specified in terms
of its diameter and pitch.
• Your boat can never quite reach the
nominal maximum speed given by
the propeller's 'pitch x revs' because
a certain amount of slip is needed to
give forward thrust.
• A large diameter prop turning slowly
is generally more efficient than a small
diameter one turning fast.
As we 'get propelled' it's good to spare
an occasional thought for the complex
chain of events between charging the
batteries and cruising 'without noise,
pollution, or fuss'!

Noticeboard
.J; Welcome to

New Members

Private Members

Location

Boat where notified

Nicholas Easterman

Staines, Middx

Steve & Pam Reece

Luton, Beds

John & Anne Stevens

South Shields,
Tyne & Wear
Wansfo rd,
Peterborough

Evadne X
Panerson Boatworks 23
traditional launch
Serendipity, Pegasus
700 aux yacht
MY Sara, 14m hull
c 1925
Chi Chi
lOm seagoing
catamaran

Graham Garner

Javaid Hossany
Steve Ellis

Vacoas, Mauritius
Worton, Devizes

Paul Mann
Timothy West
Jeremy Stattersfield

Keithley, Yorks
Long Melford,
Suffolk
Homing, Norfolk

Dave Gallus

New Jersey, USA

David Morgan
Richard Barnes
Richard Boyles

Hemingford Grey,
Cambs
Lo ndon
Brixham, Devon

Chris Regnart

Manchester

Joy Weston
Chris Barnes
Adrian Dalzie l

Peter Brennan
Peter Milne
Andrew Ball

Exe ter, Devon
Modbury, Devon
Glastonbury,
Somerset
Yealmpton,
South Devon
West Mailing, Kent
St. Albans , Herts
Maide nhead , Berks

Andy Maskell

Lymington, Hants

Robert Moulston

Studley, Warwicks

Nigel Brookes

Blue Skies, 14 ft
plywood double
ender
Parlanchina
Georgie, Frolic 21
Domino, River
Dart 4.0
Patron us, 24 ft sloop
Ark, 32 ft cabin cruiser
Lady Hamilton
1920s Gibbs launch
Dorothy R - Roame r
Daisy 19 ft MemOlY
gaff rigged sailing boat
Neilie, half scale
sailing barge
Quest of Salcombe
Alugria and Pennyless
Canoe

~ New Membership Secretary
The EBA is very pleased to welcome Tom Moore as Membership
Secretary of the Association. Contact details for Tom are o n
page 20.

~ Sponsorship
The EBA is still looking for sponsors for the magazine . If anyone
can offer sponsorship or suggest potential sponsors please get in
touch with Barbara.

Dear Sylvia,

Members with Octoge
.I
in 1945 BBC Radio bro ~ana tende ncies may recall that
'Write a tune for a thou:a~~t ~~egUI,ar programme called
of which The Ar h '
P nds, which had a fOllowing
c ers would not have b
h
d
een as amed. The
other day I came across th
e Wor s of the final . .
wmnmg song
- some might consider it SUitable for
an EBA signature tune if one was ever needed It b .
.
egms:
Cruising down the river on a Sunday afternoon
With
'
. the one you love , th e Sun ab ove
'
Waiting for the moon.

~he old accordion playing a sentimental tune
rUismg down the river on a Sunday afternoon .
SOppy stuff, isn't it, but how we boys
..
' waltmg
for demob, loved it!
Kind regards,
Stephen Appleby _
of the Optimist on the Lancaster Canal.

Dutch barge
Cheetah 17 ft
Canadian canoe
c1960 15 ft sailing
d inghy conversion

Business Members
Marine Classics Ltd,
Leeds
Manufacturers of electric launches
Safari Pontoon Boats,
Cardiff
Sales of pontoon boats
Electric Boats (Thailand) Co.Ltd,
Khon Kean, Thailand
Design and manufacture of electric pleasure and passenger boats
Stowaway Boats Ltd.
Warwickshire
Manufacturers of fold-up boats
New Era Boat Trips
Solar Powered passenger carrying craft on the Caledonian
Canal, Inverness

Phoenix Fleet Ltd
Potter Heigham, Norfolk
01692 670460

Information sheets from the
Electric Boat Association

Builders of the Phoenix 21
12 seater river launch

1. PRODUCT GUIDE &: EBA BUSINESS MEMBERS
(free upon request)
2. SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAICS by Paul Lynn

3.

Electric day boats for hire or sale
New and replacement electric installations

ELECTRIFYING YOUR BOAT by Hawthome &: Wagstaffe

4.
5.

HULL DESIGN FOR ELECTRIC BOATS
by Andrew N Wolstenholme

LEAD ACID BATTERIES - OPERATION &: MAINTENANCE
by CMP Batteries
6. HIGH SPEED ELECTRIC BOATS by Lome Campbell

The NORFOLK BROADS
SCHOOL of SAILING
In Association with EASTWOOD WHELPTON Ltd
RYA Training Centre and Yacht Charter
Learn to sail on the

NORFOLK BROADS
in one of our cabin yachts with an
ELECTRIC AUXILIARY
Phone: 01603 783096

7. HYBRID POWER by John Hustwick

8.
9.

TRAILERS AND TRAILING by Paul Lynn

FITTING OUT AND LAYING UP YOUR BOAT by John Hustwick and lan Rutter

Available:
Free to members Nos. 2-9
Non-members @ £1.50 per copy
The Secretary,
Electric Boat Association,
150 Wayside Green,
Woodcote, Berks RG8 OQJ

Tel: 01491 681449

e-mail: secretary@eboat.org.uk

email: info@norfolksailingschool.co.uk
www.norfolksailingschool.co.uk

gpehv §~ &: ~CV.
OF HURLEY-ON THAMES
TRADITION WITH TECHNOLOGY
The boat and launch builders of the Thames with a wide
range of river craft - electric, petrol and steam.
Dinghies, punts, skiffs, powered Canoes,
Slipper and Saloon Launches,
Restorations & Electric Conversions.

Water Craft, Bridge Shop, Gweek, Helston, Cornwall TR12 6UD
lel: +44 (0)1326 221424 www.watercraft-magazine.com

SWANCRAFT
Electric Craft for Hire on the Thames
Excellent rates for full day, half day or by the hour

"Tadpole" - 27ft electric launch built by ourselves in 1994. Based
on a design from 1884 and powered by original 72 volt DC Electric
Motor dating from that time, with high efficiency, state of the art
control system, she is currently for sale and is available for
demonstrations at Hurley. Please call us for further details.

PETER FREEBODY & CO., BOATBUILDERS,
Mill Lane, Hurley·on Thames, Nr. Maidenhead, Berkshire. SL6 SND.
Tel: 01628 824382 Fax: 01628 820238
Visit our website at: www.boatbuilder.co.uk

Cruise in a variety of craft on a beautiful stretch of the Thames
enjoying the peace and tranquillity of quiet electric boating
Come to Benson Waterfront for all your electric boat repairs,
refurbishment and batteries
Swancraft, Benson Waterfront, Benson, Oxon OX I 0 6SJ
Tel: 01491836700 Fax: 01491836738
Email: benson.waterfront@btopenworld.com

Just untie and unwind

•

Edith Elizabeth

The EBA was at two very different shows in the west of England in May. First came
the Inland Waterways Association National Trailboat Festival, held over the Spring
Bank Holiday weekend near Tiverton in Devon. Report by Sylvia Rutter with pictures
by lan Rutter.
he beautiful location on the Grand
Western Canal had been chosen to
celebrate all the work undertaken
in recent years to improve this historic
waterway Large crowds enjoyed craft
and trade stalls, jazz and folk bands and
a variety of food and drink.
Visitors young and o ld, including Toby
and Ollie pictured on the front cover of
the magazine, stopped at the EBA stand
where Paul Lynn's Solar Flair Il and the
Cellcraft skiff were a particular attraction.
It was good to meet EBA members from
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, as well
as some from further afield who were
staying on their (non-electric) boats.
A lot of visitors were interested in
the items on offer from EBA business
members Kernowrat, particularly the new
Pontoon Boats, inflatable catamarans which
can be carried in a rucksack, and the
durable inflatable Marine Pro 300.
Both of these are suitable for electric
outboards. Kernowrat were also selling
mounting brackets for outboards, Flover
and Manta electric motors and a range of
leisure batteries.
EBA Press and Publicity Officer Tony
Ryme ll managed to find time among his
many duties on site fo r trips along the
canal in Solar Flair Ill, wh ich attracted
a lot of interest from people on the bank.
Also on the water was the Wheelyboat
Mark IIl, powered by a Minn Kota
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outboard and four AGM batteries , and
designed for use by disabled anglers.
Another very popular electric boat was
the Edith Elizabeth , owned by the
Monmouthshire, Brecon and Abergavenny
Canals Trust. Named after Edith Haden and
Elizabe th Dommett, the mothers of two
Trust me mbers, the boat consists of two
sections held together with steel cables.
With two Minn Kota outboards it can

Kern owrat

operate as one 26 ft boat or two 13 ft boats
and the two sections fit neatly one above
the other on its 16 ft trailer. It was kept
very busy taking visitors on peaceful 20
minute trips up and down the canal.
Next year's IWA National Trailboat
Festival will be held on the restored
section of the Ashby Canal at Moira in
Leicestershire over the Spring Bank
Holiday weekend 23rd - 25th May

A few days after the Tiverton
Rally came the Royal Bath and
West Show at Shepton Mallet in
Somerset - but should it perhaps,
Barbara Penniall wonders, have
been renamed 'The Bath and
Wet Show'.
Fo llowing the success of las t year's
atte ndance at the Royal Bath and West,
the EBA was again invited to have a
stand in the Sustainable Transpo rt area
of the Eco Section.
EBA President Malcolm Moss arrived
in a solar powered quadricycle as part
of the SolaRola - six solar wheelchairs
which spe nt seven days travelling to
the site from Ce ntral Lo ndo n. The
o pe ning day of the Show was slightly
marred by continuo us drizzle, but this
did no t dampen the spirits of those
de mo nstrating the efficie ncy of solar
power, even on the dullest day.
So lar boats on display we re Paul
Lynn 's Solar Flair fIl , which became
the star of the show and was awarded
first prize, closely followed by Solar
Fla i r 11, he r smalle r sister, taking the
second rosette. Also on display was
o ur CellCl'aft skiff demo nstrating the
use of o utboard motors and a new EBA
me mber's craft, Dasuja 11, a Rive r Dart
fro m Wate r Roo Craft and kindly le nt
to us by David Drennan.
It was very unfortunate that o n the
second day, in spite of very pleasant
sunshine until late afte rnoon , flas h
fl oods hit Somerset and all o ur
sympathies went o ut to To ny Ryme ll ,
a stalwart suppo rte r at many EBA
events. His ho use in Crewke rne
sustained severe flood damage caused
by some three feet of wate r appearing
in a very few minutes. We we re mo re
fo rtunate than some traders who lost
stock o r were washed away, and it was
business as usual for the rest of the
week, with just a small tide mark at the
bo tto m of the stand to remind us how
lucky we had been.
The re we re several serio us e nquire rs
and lo ts of people were genuine ly
inte rested in e ither buying an e lectric
boat o r converting their existing craft
to electric propulsion. New me mbe rs
. signed up and we were able to he lp
many mo re with technical advice and
informatio n. We are very grateful to
EBA me mbe rs Roger and Julia
Woodho use who came on the stand fo r
a day and To ny and Jane t Dunning who

Solar Flairs 11 and III sporting their rosettes

Noel Edmonds on the SolaRola obstacle course

were there fo r the who le of the show, as
always with cheerful practical help come
rain or shine.
Noel Edmonds gave us much amusement
trying out Malcolm 's So laRo la o bstacle
course and he then approached us with a
serio us interest in having an e lectric boat
o n his lake. This year's Royal Bath and West

definite ly built on the success of o ur'
first o uting to last year's show and again
offered the opportunity to promo te
e lectric boating in an area where the re
are many lakes and quiet waterways
ideally suited to our silent, environme ntally
friendly propulsion.
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For Sale
Mystic Electric Launch 19' 6" Powered by 16 x 175 amp hour batte ries with o n board charger. Upho lste red seating fo r 8 passengers. Internal boarding
steps. Excelle nt condition throughout. Must be seen to be appreciated at La le ham Reach, Chertsey
£9,500 (Curre nt price new from Salte rs o f Oxford £22,500)
Phone 01932 560199
La Petite Souris. 30' x 9' x 2'6". Bui lt by James Taylor of Che rtsey 1953 of mahogany. 4 be rths. Centre e nclosed wheelho use. Very spacious galley and
ste rn cockpit. Two bunks forwa rd. Po rta po tti to ilet with washbaSin, hanging locker opposite. Dinettelberth and couch in wheelhouse. Laid teak deck.
6 kW electric propulsion provides clean quiet cruising fo r two days plus, o n o ne charge. Extensive restoratio n carried o ut over past four years.
Excelle nt conditio n. Reason fo r sale: upgrad ing. Asking price £25K. Lying at Taplow. See picture o pposite. To view pho ne Chris Evans mobile ,
07926 362938
Sparks 13 ft electric clinke r launch. Buil t 1999 Devon by Adrian Noyes. Douglas fir o n oak. 1.5 kW 48 volt 3 phase inboard by Stelco. 4 x Trojan 130
ah new batte ries . Dipping lugsail , oars, cove r and road traile r. Superb conditio n th ro ughout. £6,495. Te le pho ne Richard Frost 07789 157220 o r
01328 730858 North Norfolk.
Electric Skiff: 16'3 x 4'2 black grp simulated cl inker hull (mou lded from original Yare rowing skiff) . Pine,jarrah planked decks and cockpit sole, mahogany inset
transom. All woodwork epoxy treated both sides, high gloss varnish finish. Fitted Briggs and Stratton electric motor, 4QD controller, 4 x 12v (38 ah) batteries giving
24 volts. Side wheel steering, many brass original parts used. Complete with fu lly galvanised custom built trailer. £4,200. See picture opposite. Contact Paul Monon
01603721343 Mobile 07860 731767.
Whisper look-alike. Did you like Whisper o n the cover o f the Autumn magazine? Do you want one? We have o ne fo r sale , just fibreglass hu ll and
deck with ho le in transom. On trailer (tyres and bearings needed) . Offe r aro und £200 will secure. Tel. Bob Cooper 0123373275 1 or 07788 400659

Members wanting to buy or sell electric boats, motors, fittings or associated equipment are invited to submit a 50-word entry direct to the Editor (Note: No agents
or brokers). The information contained in members' private advertisements is provided by the advertiser and the Editor is unable to vouch for their accuracy.
It is the responsibility of prospective purchasers to satisfy themselves as to the accuracy of the information given and of the condition of goods advertised.

Bossoms Boatyard Ltd
Binsey Village, Oxford, OX2 ONL
Enjoy the timeless elegance of a Bossoms Modern Classic
Traditional Thames craftsmanship and totally bespoke
Electric Launches from 14ft to 32ft

Builders of Electric/Diesel Classic Launches & sailing dinghies
All types of boat repairs/ restoration undertaken,
quotes available on request
River Thames all yea r round , recreational moorings to let
For further details please see our website www.bossoms.com
Contact us by telephone on 01865 247780,
Or bye-mail at info@bossoms.co.uk

BOATS FOR SALE
- see Classified opposite

HAMBLEDEN SALES & CHARTER LTD
OF HENLEY-ON-THAMES

NEW BOAT TO ORDER: a charming spacious UK-built
launch with a sturdy low maintenance fibreglass hull and
bespoke interior in teak or mahogany. With a choice of
electric or diesel propulsion the 6.55m VENTURER
is the perfect launch for river, lake or estuary.
For more details and for our current brokerage
listings telephone 01491 578870
emaiJ: gillian@hscboats.co.uk
www.hambledensalesandcharter.co.uk

Skiff

Paul Morton
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